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Why do Ion Love Tonr Wife t 

Our minds are often refreshed by over hauling 
papers that we have read and laid aside for years. 
Iu so doing I have fallen upon an .item in which i* 
embraced one of the most vital facts — leading to 
the unfolding of one of tht: must important subjects 
within the whole range of human thought. It 
certainly would be a grand victory qver all grades 
of enemies to the Bible if tnis subject, to which I 
am about to call attention, was cUaily ventilated 
in harmony with our faith and teaching. 

Some years ago it appears that Bro. E. S. Mohler 
wrote an article on feet wan hi ng. The editor of 
B. at W , at that time, saw reasons for criticising 
it, and in bis remarks said, "It is useless for leet- 
w ashing quibbkra to parley over the meaning of 
''ought." Paul says, "so ought men to love th«ir 
wives." Now if "ought" is not binding then a 
man can do as he pleases about loving his wife." 
The editor continues mtd says "if our opponents 
do not want to accept this consequence then let 
them cease saying that 'ought' is not binding, &c." 
Here m the point of vital interest, lias a man 
the power to love any given object at the word of com- 
mand ? Every man of sense known he has no 
such power, yet the logical inference, not only of 
the editor's criticism, but also of our pulpit teach- 
ing is, that we have just that powei and will be 
held accountable for our neglect of its proper ex- 
ercise. If God has given us that power, that is 
proof that He will hold us responsible for its exer- 
cise and vice versa, I have no doubt but you and 
I love our wives, but why? is it because Paul 
says we ought to love them ? not by any means. 
Here is a apart from the burning and shilling light 
of truth that God will some day fan into a name to 
the utter destruction of our "wood, hay and stub- 
ble" theology. Why is it our ministers can not 
Btep fully on to the "high way" of gospel truth 
and present it in its beauty and richness, how is it 
that they must linger and play t.o long with vain 
words, to the hurt of the people of G«d ! in this 
matter they have the power to know and leach the 
truth— will they not be held accountable for such 
neglect? I would be much pleased to have some 
one point out just one Divine command that a man 
can 'obey just because it is a command. The Hot 
and great command is to love , can you obey my 
brother? If men could have fulfilled the Divine 
law there would have been no need ol a Christ a* 
a Redeemer; but humanity was full ol sin, there- 
fore could not obey a pure and righteous law. But 
God sent His Sou in human torm, being without 
sin. He fulfilled the law for us, so it is in God 
through Christ that we have life, and by the pow- 
er inherent in that lite we are in love with God 
and all that is Godlike. Here is life, love and 
liberty in all fullness, here in free moral agency 
but it exists no where else, but our theory says, 
"I can love my wife if I choose to." Yea, but 
suppose I can't choose to, then how about it ? I 
love my wife because I am in love with all that is 
good and pure, this being the leading trait in 
her character; if lam in love with Christ, I love 
my wife without an effort, regardless of- what Paul 
say a on that subject. Here the intelligent Chris- 
tian stands above the law, being made free from it 
through Christ. How grand and beautiful is the 
gospel when understood as setting men free from 
the law under which he was bound by sin, a law 
that he wa* powerless to obey, yet condemned by 
it, behold ! the goodness and mercy of God in pro- 
viding the way of life through Christ. How can 
a man love God before he is made an intelligent 
recipient oi His love ! Impossible, yet our teach- 
ers would have us believe that we can love, because 
the command has gone forth. Paul says no man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost, 1 Cor. 12 : 8. Here is the true teaching 
but our preachers would tell us, we can if we want 
to, but they fail to tell us how to want to believe, 
or how . to love that which we do not love. The 
emotions of the soul are not under the jurisdiction 
of the will, neither is the will an independent actor 
in the affairs of this life much less in matters di- 
vine. The carnal mind is enmity against God, 
therefore it is a slave, and can never be otherwise, 
the soul may be delivered from its chains, but 
carnality is doomed to eternal bondage. We are 


free only when we have overcome the world, the 
flesh and the devil, through Christ, all the talk 
about a man being a free moral agent, when he is 
ounce ived iu sin and brought forth in iniquity, 
with a heart deceitful above alj things and des- 
perately wicked — a willing slave to his carna! 
being and the devil, then to say that such a one 
is free, is equal to saying that sin is righteousness 
and hell is Heaven, yet this is the teaching of our 
day t V/hen viewed as the statement of a fact, 
Paul's "ought is all right, but as a command, it is 
all wrong. 

D. White. 
Ferndale, Cal., April 1886. 


Charity. 

First Corinthians, 13th chapter, speaks about 
this grace and just what is meant here H a ques- 
tion. It is not certainly simply the giving ol 
gifts, for Paul says in the third verse, "And 
though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing, Now 
we can see that there is something more to be 
done in order to have Charity than to give gifts, 
for after ha had given all he had and himself be- 
side, what greater act of giving could he do? 
There must be nn underlying motive that prompts 
these acts in order to make our gifts acceptable. If 
lliey are given in order lo attract the attention of 
men, we have our reward, as the Scribes and Phar- 
isees had theirs. 

I understand tbiB word Charity here to mean 
something more as it U a never failing grace; for 
tit the 8th verse, prophecies, tongues and knowl- 
edge shall vanish away, but Charity remains. 
And also in the 13tb verse: And now abideth 
faith, hope and charity ; hut the greatest of these 
is charity, and what more is this grace than Chris- 
tian love and forbearance. We are not to be sel- 
fish and ready to couth- mn others, but always to 
put the best construction we can on their lives and 
conduct as we do not know their motive. If my 
friend cannot understand something as I do, it is 
wrong for me to condemn him as long as I can 
see he has an earnest desire to do what is right 
in the sight of God. But I am to bear with his 
way« and do all in my power to show him his 
wrong and not try to discourage him and turn him 
back to serve satan. although his viewn are very 
ft liferent from mine. We are to judge a tree by 
its Iruit, and what good iruit wc see we are to en- 
courage, as we have not the power to know what a 
strong desire a person may have to do God's will 
and live a Christian life. 

The early teaching we get in childhood has a 
great deal to do with our religious belief and to 
mold our character for life. In this day there is a 
little too much of what is called our religion and 
our church; and in the defense of our doctrine, 
we sometimes lose Ohriat. We are some for this 
and some for that, as the church was at Corinth, 
when they were some for Paul, some lor Apollas, 
some for Cephas and some for Christ. 

Instead of our doing all we can to convert un- 
believei-s and those we know that are on their wav 
to ruin, we will spend our time and talent in trying 
to establish our doctrine aiid spend our force in 
dispute, while thousands go to rnin every year. 
What would have become of our nation in the 
time of the Rebellion if the soldiers that went to 
fight for our country had done as the different 
denominations are doing now ? If one regiment 
had quarreled with another and one command with 
another while the enemy presented a solid front, 
our country would not be as it is now. But they 
all worked together and fought for one common 
course and the result was victory. With us it is 
our church, our doctrine has been called in ques- 
tion, and we make an uproar as the Ephesiaus did 
wheti their ciaft wa* in danger, and spend our 
force in the defense of our craft— Ephesians 19th 
chapter and 24th to 33rd verae— while vice and 
immorality i» all over the land, and unbelievers 
and universalism look on and laugh at us and say, 
when you quit your quarreling about this thing 
you call religion, then we will embrace it. Why 
don't wc do as Philip did when he went to preach 
at Samaria? Why don't we preaoh ChriBt to the 


people and try to covnert them and then teach them 
to be Christ like. Acts 8th chapter and 5th verse. 
If we had more heartfelt religion, we would 
have more charity. But it is our religion and is 
from the head and not the heart. Paul was a Jew 
and says after the strai^htest sect of our religion 
I lived a Pharisee and he thought he was doing 
God's service to persecute Christians. So we see 
we may do wrong by being too zealous in our doc- 
trine. More charity, love, long suffering and lor-, 
bearanee is what is needed, and all make a solid 
march on satan, and work together for the cause of 
ChriBt and the glory of God and it will not take 
so long to convert the world ; and we will get our 
reward in heaven instead of the praise of men. 

N. R, Gilbert. 
Burkettsville, Ohio. 


Taught to Bead. 

In the early part of the present century there 
lived at Northhampton, Mass., and Indian woman 
named Sally Maminash. She was a niece of 
Samson Occum, the noted Indian preacher, who is 
said to have composed the hymn, 

"Awaked Uj Sinai's awful wand." 
Her parent* were addicted to the vices then com- 
mon among the Indians, and her father died in a 
drunken bebauch and Sally became an inmate of 
the family of Simeon Clapp. 
In the year 1816 a revival occurred at Northamp- 
ton, during which Sally was brought to know the 
Lord, and found peace in believing in Him. 
The change in her was marked and visible to all. 
Some time before, a friend had given her a Bible. 
She had never learned to read, but had kept the 
book carefully locked in her trunk. One Sunday 
after her conversion, she thought within herself 
everything was so changed and seemed eo different 
to her since her conversion, she would look up her 
Bible and see if that had changed with the rest. 
She found it and commenced to read it, though she 
did not know a letter, and could not read a line be- 
fore. From that time to her dying day. Bhe could 
read her Bible ; Ana when people doubted and in- 
timated that she was only reading what she lad 
been taught, or had committed to memory, they 
found she was able to read other books as well as 
the Bible, though to the close of her life she never 
learned her lettei-s. 

Her life was preeminently that of a faithful 
Christian. The goodness and truth of God were 
her theme and conversation, and all who knew her 
recognized her as one earnest in supplication and 
mighty in prevailing prayer. 

She sleeps in Jesus in the old graveyard in 
Northapmton, and the place of her rest is marked 
by a stone which was erected to her memory by 
Dr. Allen, formerly President of Bowdoin College. 
This account was received from the lips of Mr. 
W. D. Clapp, of Northampton, a preacher of the 
gospel, who was personally acquainted with Sally 
Maminash, he being the grandson of Simeon 
Clapp, of whose family she was a member. The 
incident strange as it. is, is believed to be not the 
only one of a similar character. 

H. 


The Religion Needed. 
For the religion that fights against sin, battles 
with temptations, keeps unspotted from the world, 
and lays self ou the altar, there is a crying need in 
our time. It is a sympathetic spirit going about 
doing good, yet it has no sympathy with evil cus- 
toms and the fashions of the world. It strives to 
keep clean. Against the downward pull of the 
world it braces itself and says, "If others do this, 
yet will not I." It dares to be singular and un- 
fashionable. It keeps out of places where it would 
be smirched, and finds such enjoyment in its 
prayer- service, in its Bible study, its deeds of 
charity, and in the innocent joys of life, that it does 
not hanker after the play-house and kindred sensu- 
alities. 


It is not possible to live in the world, even 
though we only tread it under our feet, without 
being soiled by its dust. 

Be pleasant and kind to those around you. The 
man who stirs his cup with an icicle spoihi the tea 
and chills his own fingers. 


